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AMERICAN NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting, held at The New York 
Academy of Medicine, New York, May 26th, 27th and 
28th, 1898. 

The President, Dr. Graeme M. Hammond, in the chair. 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 1 

Gentlemen: Before proceeding to say the few words 
which will constitute my address to you, I desire to ex¬ 
press my warmest thanks for the honor you have conferred 
upon me in choosing me your President for this year. Ap¬ 
preciating, as I do, that the Presidency of the American 
Neurological Association is the highest honor the neu¬ 
rologists of this country can bestow, I cannot but feel 
gratified and complimented that in your eyes I am con¬ 
sidered worthy of it. 

I will not detain you with many words. Even were: 
I disposed to do so, the unprecedented number of papers; 
on the programme, more than have ever been presented 1 , 
in the history of this association, compels me to leave un¬ 
said the words I had originally intended should be your 
greeting. 

I cannot refrain, however, from calling your attention 
to certain matters which seem to warrant your earnest 
consideration. 

One of the charter members of this association, one 
who was for many years your faithful secretary and treas¬ 
urer, and whose constant adherence and earnest endeavors 

’Read at the twenty-fourth annual meeting of the American Neu¬ 
rological Association, May, 1898. 
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have tended to place this association on the sound scien¬ 
tific foundation on which it stands to-day, has passed 
away. I refer to Dr. E. C. Seguin, who, as a pure scientist, 
helped in no inconsiderable way to advance the knowledge 
of neurology in America. The history of American neu¬ 
rology cannot be written without the name of Dr. Seguin 
on the title-page. It must be a consolation to you all 
to remember that you recognized his years of service as 
an American neurologist by electing him to honorary 
membership in the association, the greatest honor the as¬ 
sociation can confer, an honor which you may know grati¬ 
fied him in his last days, and made him feel that his life- 
work was appreciated by those who were capable of un¬ 
derstanding him and his works. It will give me pleasure, 
at the proper time, to appoint a committee to draft suit¬ 
able resolutions, expressing our sorrow and regret at the 
loss of a most valued member, to whom neurological science 
was deeply indebted. 

Almost from our beginning we have had classes of 
membership known as associate and honorary members. 
In the beginning we were weak, certainly as a national 
body, if as nothing else. The possession of associate and 
honorary members of foreigners who had achieved great¬ 
ness in neurology seemed to make us more important, and 
to reflect some of their greatness upon us; thus, by re¬ 
flection, making us seem greater as an association than 
we really were. Many of these were elected, not only 
without solicitation on their part, but sometimes without 
even their consent. In the great majority of instances 
they have never taken the slightest notice of their election. 
They neither add, except in the most rare instances, to the 
scientific work of our association, nor do they by their 
names attract new members. 

This association of American neurologists is to-day 
capable by its works of maintaining a prestige in the 
neurological world without depending upon the names 
of those who neither, apparently, desire to be affiliated 
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with us, nor show a just feeling of reciprocity by electing 
American neurologists to membership in their societies. 
This association should be what its name stands for — an 
association of American neurologists. It is so actually. 
It has never received either aid, encouragement or con¬ 
tributions, except reprints, from its foreign members. 
They do not want us. We do not need them. I would, 
therefore, recommend such legislative action by the as¬ 
sociation as either to abolish associate membership, or, if 
that seems inexpedient, to prevent the addition of new 
members to that rank. 

It is the same in regard to honorary membership. It 
seems to me as if honorary membership should be con¬ 
ferred only upon members of the association, who, either 
by long years of faithful service, or by their scientific repu¬ 
tation, have achieved the right to the distinction and 
honor of being elected to honorary membership in this 
association. 

I do not mean, for a moment, to imply that we are 
not honored by our honorary membership as it stands 
to-day. The fact that one is elected to honorary mem¬ 
bership is a sufficient warrant of distinction in itself. 
Neither do I desire to be considered narrow-minded in 
arguing for this policy of exclusion, but I would prefer 
to see this association American, and American only. I 
now declare the scientific session open. 


Note.— By the unanimous vote of the Association the following 
distinguished physicians were elected Honorary Members: 

Sir William R. Gowers, of London, England. 

Dr. Byrom Bramwell, of Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Prof. H. Nothnagel, of Vienna, Austria. 



